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 Finding a way to keep growing your collection 
when budgets are being slashed may seem like a 
story without a happy ending. Yet, Bound to Stay 
Bound Books can help provide a happy ever after 
for your school’s collection with our program, S.O.S. 
Library. Best of all, you are building a collection 
that will last for years thanks to the quality that 
distinguishes a Bound to Stay Bound book. 
 The S.O.S. Library journeys of two librarians 
from very different schools can provide inspiration. 
Heather Stephens is a librarian at McBee Elementary 
School in Austin, Texas. She heard about 
the program from a colleague and was 
curious. While on the Bound to Stay 
Bound site to register for the Jessica 
Sibert Memorial drawing, Heather clicked 
on the link for more information on the 
SOS Library Program. “I decided since all 
the pieces were already in place, it was an 
easy option.”
 Heather found that “The donation 
website was a cinch to set up and pass 
along--it’s easy for people to donate 
online and at their convenience.” She also 
took advantage of the many supplemental 
materials provided by Bound to Stay 
Bound to help her promote the program. 
 “I really appreciate having total control 
over my wish list,” comments Heather, who 
has some useful tips for others beginning 
the S.O.S. process: “I suggest having a theme or a 
focus for your wish list. I focused on replacing our 
well-loved copies of classic titles and adding new 
titles by popular authors.” Heather adds that “This 
approach allowed me to spend my regular school 
budget on addressing other collection development 
goals.” And Heather was able to replace worn-out 
copies of E.B. White’s classics, The Polar Express 
and new favorites by Mo Willems with long-lasting 
Bound to Stay Bound editions.
 Kurt Axe at Roanoke Catholic School in Roanoke, 
Virginia, uses the S.O.S. Library as a birthday 
book club. Kurt’s vision became a reality because 
of the tools in place for S.O.S. Library customers. 

Like Heather, Kurt created and controlled his wish list, 
including selections that would resonate with potential 
donors. The S.O.S. links on the school library page take 
people straight to his library’s wish list. Parents and 
friends not only purchase the book but they can order 
book plates. “I can see who has purchased which book 
along with the forms from parents that include their 
children’s birthdays,” explains Kurt. “When I receive 
the books, I make them available to the children whose 
parents purchased them first,”--a smart marketing move 
that affirms both the contribution and the student.

 Are you ready to begin your own success 
story? Contact Bound to Stay Bound and S.O.S. 
Library can help you find your happy ending, 
too. 

S.O.S. Library Tips
1) Start a Birthday Book Club
2) Use social media to go beyond your school’s 
families
3) Take advantage of the S.O.S. resources and 
materials
4) Build a wish list around a specific theme 
that meets your goals and will connect with 
your audience
5) Make donors feel special by letting them or 
their children read the book first

* * * * *
 For many more helpful articles visit the 
Library Corner – The More You Know 
tab of our Web site, www.btsb.com.

S.O.S. Library--Beginning Your Own Success Story
by Ellen Myrick
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Recent Titles by Gary Paulsen
704228		 Crush. [IL 8-12] 136 pages 2012. Fic. 

(AR/RC) ................................. 16.09
704241		 Flat Broke. [IL 8-12] 118 pages 2011. 

Fic. (AR/RC) ........................... 16.09
704709		 Liar, Liar. [IL 8-12] 120 pages 2011. 

Fic. (AR/RC) ........................... 16.09
704732		 Paintings From The Cave. [IL 10-13] 

161 pages 2011. 808 (AR/RC) ... 18.19
704239		 Lawn Boy Returns. [IL 9-12] 101 

pages 2010. Fic. (AR/RC).......... 16.09
704238		 Masters Of Disaster. [IL 8-12] 102 

pages 2010. Fic. (AR/RC).......... 16.09
704816		 Woods Runner. [IL 10-14] 164 pages 

2010. Fic. (AR/RC) .................. 18.19

by Ellen Myrick

When you hear the name “Gary Paulsen,” the most 
immediate thoughts that come to mind are stories of 
the outdoors--the Canadian back country of Hatchet, 
the Alaskan vastness of the Iditarod and the like. With 
his newest book, Gary Paulsen is venturing into a new 
wilderness--love. 
 We first met Kevin Spencer in Liar, Liar and then 
again in Flat Broke and Tina Zabinski has been his 
aspirational love throughout. “I’d had it in my head 
that he’d never catch her--I thought it would be funny 
if he just loved her from afar in all the books,” muses 
Gary. However, Gary’s editor, her assistant and his agent 
lobbied for a happy romantic ending for “poor Kev. Given 
that everything else always goes so wrong for him, that 
seemed fair enough,” concludes the author.  Will a happy 
ending be the finale for Kevin? Paulsen confides that in 
the next book, “He’s going to run for office,” ensuring 
continued drama. 
 Given Paulsen’s prolific output, that next Kevin 
book could come out in a few months. He is in a class 
by himself when it comes to uniting both quality and 
quantity. How does he maintain the flow? “I write all 
the time. Wherever I am,” confides Paulsen. Desktop 
computer, laptop, paper pads all are the conduits for his 
creativity. What is the biggest challenge? “I’m usually 
writing several books at one time this way so putting 
them all together gets tricky.”
 Even though he has written more than 200 books, 
there’s a big Hatchet in the room that begs the question 
of how the book came to be written and how it changed 
the author’s life. “Hatchet is a wonderful mystery to me,” 
reflects Gary. “I liked writing Hatchet because it felt real 
to me, everything that happened to Brian, in some form 
or another, had happened to me and I think that made 
Brian’s experience seem as if the readers were alongside 
him as they were reading.” 
 Those same readers challenged the author to revisit 
Brian’s adventure in more adverse circumstances-- The 
River, Brian’s Winter, Brian’s Return and Brian’s Hunt 
have followed. “The readers dared me to write it (‘oh 

sure, Brian toughed it out in the summertime; 
you got him out of there before winter came and 
things really got tough’).” Paulsen feels strongly 

that “sequels should be as good if not better than the 
original; I’m not sure if I achieved that, but I tried, I 
had a good time writing the four sequels, and I think 
the readers like Brian’s whole story--at least I hope they 
do.” 
 While it’s not the same kind of challenge as writing 
sequels to one of the most beloved books of the century, 
Paulsen took on the supreme test by participating in 
the Iditarod Trail Dog Sled Race in 1985. The race took 
17 days. Though he was unable to compete again in 
the Iditarod due to health concerns, he has shown his 
affection, admiration, and appreciation for dogs through 
his writing, most recently with the three novellas 
included in Paintings From the Cave and the middle 
grade book, Notes from the Dog. Paulsen was motivated 
to participate in the Iditarod because it is “the maximum 
expression of the bond between dog and human.” Other 
than a Gary Paulsen novel, of course.

* * * * *
 For more interviews with children’s authors go 
to the Library Corner section of our Web site at  
www.btsb.com and select Featured Authors, or select 
Author Showcase for information on over 800 children’s 
authors and illustrators.

Featured Author: Gary PaulsenFeatured Author: Gary Paulsen

Gary Paulsen’s 
Latest Crush

Gary Paulsen’s 
Latest Crush
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Who are the only people to have won the 

Caldecott Medal two years in a row?

 Our Author’s Showcase, a database of information 
about over 800 children’s authors and illustrators, has 
the answer. Visit the BTSB Bookstore at www.btsb.com 
and do a keyword search using BTSB stock number 628127 
to find the answer to the above question.

Show Me a Story!  Why Picture Books 
Matter: Conversations with 21 of the 
World’s Most Celebrated Illustrators, by 
Leonard S. Marcus.  Published by Candlewick 
Press, 2012, 293 pp.

 With the publication of Show Me a Story: 
Why Picture Books Matter, Leonard S. Marcus 
again demonstrates that he is not only the 
foremost authority on the history and legacy 
of children’s books but also one of its most ardent 
advocates. 
 Originally published as Ways of Telling in 2002, 
this new edition enlarges and expands on the original 
interviews. For example, we not only hear about 
Jerry Pinkney’s Philadelphia upbringing and how he 
made his way into picture books, but we also receive 
an update from an interview conducted in June 2011, 
on the eve of the largest exhibition of his art to date. 
Witnessing a conversation where Pinkney explains 
what pieces were included and why gives the picture 
book fan unparalleled access. 
 Joining Pinkney as interview subjects are 20 
additional celebrated illustrators ranging from Anno 
to Zwerger, from Carle to Raschka, From Heo to 
Sís. Carle’s interview is one of the most rewarding--
born in Syracuse and then raised in Germany during 
WWII, his journey to picture books was circuitous 
and fascinating. He studied with one of the leading 
European designers and was admitted to art school 
at an absurdly young age. Those of us familiar with 
the almost grandfatherly figure of Carle see him in 
a new light--as a hotshot prodigy who was forced to 
learn his craft but was the better for it. 
 An underlying theme of Show Me a Story is that 
art is valuable in every sense of the word. Someone 

at some point helped each of these artists find 
their style, discover their voice, and perhaps 
most appropriately, learn their line. 
 For Quentin Blake and James Marshall, 
the seeming energy and effortless of that line is 
revealed to be both planned and spontaneous. 
For Lisbeth Zwerger, Chris Raschka and many 
others, they find watercolor to be the medium 
that best expresses the story they have to tell.  
Helen Oxenbury and Tana Hoban had a vision 

that required rethinking the actual structure of a book 
to create something special for the very young.
 Beyond the insights into the development of 
techniques and aesthetics, Show Me a Story also 
provides a number of anecdotes that give insights 
into the artists’ personal lives. Marcus does not shy 
away from the questions we might want to ask. So 
how did Maurice Sendak really feel about Wild Things 
dolls? It turns out that he was thrilled with the idea and 
even helped design the dolls. James Marshall started 
doodling to relieve the stress of teaching high school 
Spanish. The clever Marshall (who knew French, but 
no Spanish) worked out a deal with his Latino students 
to help him learn their language and help him keep his 
job. If you want to know how, you’ll just have to read 
the book. 
 I like to think that it is a secret wish of those 
engaged in the world of creating children’s books to 
be the subject of a book by Leonard S. Marcus. Such 
attention would not only mean that you had arrived, 
but that you have stayed, and that your work is of 
lasting importance.

* * * * *
For more professional book recommendations visit the 
Library Corner – Professional Shelf tab on our Web site, 
www.btsb.com.

Be on the 
lookout 
for our 
newest 

Showcase 
Magazine.

Book Reviews by Ellen Myrick
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2012
BeStSeLLeRS

1. Kinney, Jeff. Diary Of A Wimpy Kid: The Third Wheel.  (519789)

2. Kinney, Jeff. Diary Of A Wimpy Kid: Cabin Fever.  (519788)

3. Gantos, Jack. Dead End In Norvelt.  (366128)

4. Selznick, Brian. Wonderstruck.  (799412)

5. Raschka, Chris. Ball For Daisy.  (739751)

6. Kinney, Jeff. Diary Of A Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth.   (519778)

7. McDonnell, Patrick. Me Jane.  (624070)

8. Rocco, John. Blackout.  (761098)

9. Kinney, Jeff. Diary Of A Wimpy Kid: Dog Days.  (519780)

10. Osborne, Mary P. Abe Lincoln At Last.  (693359) 

11. Kinney, Jeff. Diary Of A Wimpy Kid: Rodrick Rules.  (519786)

12. Kinney, Jeff. Diary Of A Wimpy Kid: Last Straw.  (519787)

13. Kinney, Jeff. Diary Of A Wimpy Kid: Greg Heffley’s Journal.  (519783)

14. Arnold, Tedd. Ride, Fly Guy, Ride.  (070562)

15. Riordan, Rick. Serpent’s Shadow.  (754936)

16. Willems, Mo. Duckling Gets A Cookie.  (949603) 

17. Sweet, Melissa. Balloons Over Broadway.  (868108)

18. Riordan, Rick. Mark Of Athena.  (754932)

19. Smith, Lane. Grandpa Green.  (827955)

20. Peirce, Lincoln. Big Nate Goes For Broke.  (708804)

21. Klassen, Jon. I Want My Hat Back.  (523531)

22. Lai, Thanhha. Inside Out And Back Again.  (537364)

23. Riordan, Rick. Son Of Neptune.  (754970)

24. Bruel, Nick. Bad Kitty For President.  (163382)

25. Peirce, Lincoln. Big Nate On A Roll.  (708806)

Order online at www.btsb.com

Here are the best-selling titles for Bound to Stay Bound Books last year.  
The ALA Award books always do well but apparently this is the year of the Wimpy Kid, or maybe 
the decade of the Wimpy Kid.  The bookstore best-seller lists have Hunger Games as a top seller 
but it was down in 48th place on our list.  I think our librarian customers already have plenty of 

copies of Hunger Games and have moved on to other purchases.


