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Orbis Pictus Award 2011-2023*
The National Council of Teachers of English has awarded the 2023 Annual Orbis Pictus Award. 
Each year, one winner and up to five honorable mention books are awarded. Books are judged on 
accuracy, organization, design and style. Books must have been published in the United States 
during the previous calendar year.

2023 Orbis Pictus Award Winner
149320 Blue. Brew-Hammond 4-8 ........................................................................................... 22.78

Honor Books
139304 Hardcourt. Bowen 8-12 [AR] ...................................................................................... 23.48
225301 Fighting For Yes. Cocca-Leffler 6-8 ............................................................................. 23.48
502274 Choosing Brave. Joy 6-10 .......................................................................................... 23.48
702456 Seen And Unseen. Partridge 8-12 ............................................................................... 24.88

Recommended Books 
405425 Caves. Beckerman 4-8 ................................................................................................ 23.48
341119 Crash From Outer Space. Fleming 8-12 ...................................................................... 23.48
668537 Waiting Place Nayeri 12-16 ........................................................................................ 22.78
765106 Mystery Of The Monarchs. Rosenstock 4-8.................................................................. 22.78
976874 One Wish. Yuksel 4-8 ................................................................................................. 22.78

2022 Orbis Pictus Award Winner
883836 Nina. Todd 4-8 [AR] ................................................................................................... 22.78

Honor Books
205468 Call And Response. Chambers 10-14 .......................................................................... 24.88
637219 Latinitas. Menendez 8-12 [AR] .................................................................................... 22.78
809545 Fallout. Sheinkin 10-14 [AR] ....................................................................................... 23.48
835975 Classified. Sorell 6-8 [AR] .......................................................................................... 19.98

Recommended Books 
040220 Sakamoto’s Swim Club. Abery 5-8 [AR] ...................................................................... 22.08
530541 Make Meatballs Sing. Burgess 6-8 .............................................................................. 22.76
652429 What’s In Your Pocket? Montgomery 4-8.................................................................... 22.08
674922 Planet Ocean. Newman 9-14 [AR] ............................................................................... 26.28
718260 Pura’s Cuentos. Pimentel 4-8 ..................................................................................... 22.78
891140 Butterfly For A King. Roth 6-8 [AR] ............................................................................ 24.16

2021 Orbis Pictus Award Winner
164395 Above The Rim. Bryant 4-8 [AR] ................................................................................. 22.78

Honor Books
169543 If You Take Away The Otter. Buhrman-Deever 5-8 [AR]............................................... 22.08
280275 Lifting As We Climb. Dionne 10-14 [AR] ...................................................................... 23.48
341173 Honeybee. Fleming 6-9 [AR] ....................................................................................... 22.78
916927 Teachers March! Wallace 7-10 [AR] ............................................................................ 22.78

Recommended Books 
095010 All Of A Sudden And Forever. Barton 6-8 [AR] ............................................................ 19.98
463400 We Had To Be Brave. Hopkinson 8-12 [AR] ................................................................. 22.78
489954 Blood And Germs. Jarrow 10-14 [AR] .......................................................................... 25.58
748587 Lion Queens Of India. Reynolds 6-8 ........................................................................... 22.76

2020 Orbis Pictus Award Winner
959065 Place To Land. Wittenstein 7-9 [AR] ............................................................................ 22.78

Honor Books
273621 Planting Stories. Denise 4-8 [AR] ............................................................................... 22.08
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489972 Poison Eaters. Jarrow 10-17 [AR] ............................................................................... 22.78
884844 Soldier For Equality. Tonatiuh 6-9 [AR] ....................................................................... 22.78

Recommended Books 
412119 Todos Iguales = All Equal. Hale 8-9 [RC] ................................................................... 23.46
490807 Beware Of The Crocodile. Jenkins 5-8 [AR/RC] ............................................................ 22.08
559808 First Dinosaur. Lendler 10-14 ..................................................................................... 26.98
595066 It Began With A Page. Maclear 4-8 [AR] ..................................................................... 22.08
759090 Queen Of Physics. Robeson 5-9 [AR] .......................................................................... 21.36

2019 Honor Books
678408 Thirty Minutes Over Oregon. Nobleman 6-8 [AR/RC] ................................................... 22.08
836002 We Are Grateful. Sorell. 3-7 [AR] ............................................................................... 22.08
857368 Pass Go And Collect $200. Stone 5-9 [AR] .................................................................. 22.78

Recommended Books 
089876 Nothing Stopped Sophie. Bardoe 4-8 [AR/RC] ............................................................. 22.78
222877 Game Changers. Cline-Ransome 5-9 [AR/RC] ............................................................... 22.08
652357 Something Rotten. Montgomery 10-14 [AR/RC] ........................................................... 21.38
702418 Boots On The Ground. Partridge 12-17 [AR/RC] ........................................................... 25.58
765112 Otis And Will Discover The Deep. Rosenstock 4-8 [AR/RC] ........................................... 22.78

2018 Orbis Pictus Award Winner
211483 Grand Canyon. Chin 7-12 [AR/RC] ............................................................................... 23.48

Honor Books
095029 Dazzle Ships. Barton 8-11 [AR/RC] .............................................................................. 23.48
956964 World Is Not A Rectangle. Winter 5-10 [AR] ............................................................... 22.08

Recommended Books
567428 Fault Lines In The Constitution. Levinson 11-15 [AR/RC] ............................................. 23.46 
776884 Whydah. Sandler 10-14 [AR/RC] .................................................................................. 23.48
884826 Danza! Tonatiuh 6-10 [AR/RC] ..................................................................................... 22.76
950730 If Sharks Disappeared. Williams 4-10 [AR/RC] ............................................................. 22.08

2017 Orbis Pictus Award Winner
868116 Some Writer! Sweet 7-10 [AR/RC] ............................................................................... 22.78

Honor Book
567584 I Dissent. Levy 4-8 [AR/RC] ........................................................................................ 22.78

2016 Honor Books
094931 Terrible Typhoid Mary. Bartoletti 10-14 [AR/RC] .......................................................... 22.78
884829 Funny Bones. Tonatiuh 6-10 [AR/RC] ........................................................................... 23.48

Recommended Books
061757 Trombone Shorty. Andrews 4-8 [AR/RC] ...................................................................... 23.48
781168 Raindrops Roll. Sayre 4-8  ......................................................................................... 22.08

2015 Honor Book
884833 Separate Is Never Equal. Tonatiuh 6-9 [AR/RC] ........................................................... 23.48

Recommended Book
151828 Strike! Brimner 10-14 [AR/RC] .................................................................................... 21.36

2014 Orbis Pictus Award Winner
164425 Splash Of Red. Bryant 5-8 [AR/RC] .............................................................................. 22.08

Recommended Title
782080 Lifetime. Schaefer 5-8 [AR/RC].................................................................................... 22.08

2012 Orbis Pictus Award Winner
868108 Balloons Over Broadway. Sweet 4-8 [AR/RC] .............................................................. 22.08

Honor Book
767469 Mangrove Tree. Roth. 6-11 [AR/RC] ............................................................................ 23.46

Recommended Books
670323 Heart And Soul. Nelson. 9-12 [AR/RC] ......................................................................... 23.48
879301 For The Birds. Thomas. 8-12 [AR/RC] .......................................................................... 21.36

2011 Recommended Book
652328 Kakapo Rescue. Montgomery 10-14 [AR/RC] ................................................................ 22.09

AR–Accelerated Reader® Quiz/RC–Reading Counts!® Quiz
*Partial list, not all titles are available from Bound to Stay Bound Books.

(Prices Subject To Change)
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