
Hot Titles - Spring 2017 - Picture Books
Agee, Jon. Life On Mars. (045867) Dial. Ages 4-8. A young boy flies all the way to Mars certain he 
will find life but can’t find any life at all. The reader is in on the joke as a Martian creature follows him 
around and even helps him find his lost spaceship. But the boy is clueless until the surprise last scene. 
The same dry quirky humor as It’s Only Stanley in 2015, Lion Lessons in 2016 and all of Agee’s many 
other picture books. Good reviews by Kirkus+, SLJ+, Booklist, Bulletin and Horn Book+ [31 pp.] $20.31

Barnett, Mac. Noisy Night. (091604) Roaring Brook. Ages 4-8. A silly story that starts with a boy trying 
to go to sleep on the first floor of an apartment building and the outrageous neighbors making noise on each 
of the floors above him. Barnett has numerous amusing picture books but the ones that use this strategy 
of luring the reader from one page to the next to find out what is going to happen are probably Sam & Dave 
Dig A Hole in 2014 and Magic Word in 2016. This is his first collaboration with the illustrator, Brian Biggs. 
Biggs is best known for illustrating other people’s reoccurring characters such as Frank Einstein, Brownie 
& Pearl, and Ellray Jakes. Good reviews by Kirkus+, SLJ, Booklist+ and Horn Book. [26 pp.] $19.61

Bottner, Barbara. Priscilla Gorilla. (138224) Atheneum. Ages 4-7. A young girl becomes 
obsessed with gorillas and it gets her into trouble with her teacher until her study of gorillas 
teaches her not to be so willful. Lots of classroom humor and a bit of biological info about gorillas. 
Very similar to Bottner’s popular classroom tales Miss Brooks Loves Books in 2010 and Miss 
Brooks’ Story Nook in 2014. The fun, sympathetic pencil and watercolor drawings in which the 
kids are constantly in motion are by Michael Emberley, who also illustrated the two Miss Brooks 
books by Bottner. Good reviews by Kirkus+, SLJ+, Booklist and Horn Book. [40 pp.] $20.31

Cooper, Elisha. Big Cat, Little Cat. (240890) Roaring Brook. Ages 3-8. A very simple story 
with very simple black and white drawings. A kitten moves into a house with an older cat, they 
become great friends, the older cat eventually dies and a new kitten moves in. The reader will 
have to be ready to explain the older cat dying because the book doesn’t give you any help on 
that. Cooper has had a few picture books recently but this one is probably most like his dog 
book Homer in 2012. Good reviews by Kirkus+, SLJ+, Booklist and Horn Book+ [32 pp.] $19.61

Daywalt, Drew. Legend Of Rock Paper Scissors. (264656) Harper. Ages 4-8. Daywalt, who struck 
a chord with young readers everywhere with his The Day The Crayons Quit in 2013 and The Day 
The Crayons Came Home in 2015, goes for the funny bone again. In this book illustrated by Adam 
Rex, he imagines the back story behind the age-old kids game of rock, paper, scissors. Rex has done 
his share of illustrating epic tongue in cheek picture books of his own, such as Moonday in 2013 
and School’s First Day Of School in 2016. Good reviews by Kirkus+ and Booklist+ [48 pp.] $20.31

Graegin, Stephanie. Little Fox In The Forest. (390462) Schwartz & Wade. Ages 4-8. A fox 
steals a little girl’s stuffed fox and the girl chases the fox through the woods to a magical community 
of animals to get her favorite toy back. The pencil and watercolor artwork gradually goes from 
muted tones to brightly colored as the girl approaches the animal community. A pleasing emotional 
ending for this wordless book. This is Graegin’s first solo effort but her most notable books illustrated 
for others include Elizabeth Scanlon’s Happy Birthday, Bunny! in 2013 and Emily Jenkin’s Water 
In The Park in 2013. Good reviews by Kirkus+, SLJ, Booklist+ and Horn Book. [33 pp.] $20.31



Gravett, Emily. Tidy. (394025) Simon. Ages 4-8. The English author/illustrator writes a gentle 
environmental tale about a badger who tries to make the forest so neat that it starts to die. A very brief 
look at the natural processes that sustain the forest as well as a subtle lesson about the drawbacks of 
being too obsessive about neatness. It seems like badger is a very rare choice for the star of a picture 
book. Gravett is known for her Bear & Hare books as well as other gentle character studies like Odd Egg in 
2009 and Matilda’s Cat in 2014. Good reviews by Kirkus+, SLJ, Booklist and Horn Book. [40 pp.] $20.31

Henkes, Kevin. Egg. (437951) Greenwillow. Ages 3-6. The master of the simple picture book starts 
with four different colored eggs and, after much action and growing tension, we get a big surprise and 
then an emotionally fulfilling ending. I don’t think this surpasses his best in my mind, Waiting in 2015, but 
it is up there with his other great picture books, such as Kitten’s First Full Moon in 2004 and When Spring 
Comes in 2016. Good reviews by Kirkus+, SLJ+, Booklist, Bulletin and Horn Book+ [31 pp.] $20.31

Jackson, Richard. All Ears, All Eyes. (482455) Atheneum. Ages 3-6. In a bedtime book, 
simple but expressive phrases describe what happens as darkness gradually descends on the 
creatures in the woods. There are interesting little details in the drawings for very young ones to 
find. Jackson is a long-time children’s book editor who last year made the jump into writing 
his own simple picture books – In Plain Sight and Have A Look, Says Book. The impressionistic 
watercolors are by Katherine Tillotson, similar to her work in George Ella Lyon’s All The Water In 
The World in 2011. Good reviews by Kirkus+, SLJ+, Booklist+ and Horn Book. [32 pp.] $20.31

Jenkins, Emily. A Greyhound, A Groundhog. (490963) Schwartz & Wade. Ages 3-7. Very 
simple text and watercolors imagine the exuberant friendship between two unlikely friends, a 
greyhound and a groundhog. There isn’t much happening as far as the story goes. It seems the 
entertainment comes from the similar sound of hound and ground and other similar sounding words 
as we repeat them in various combinations. Jenkins is well known for her Toy books. The artist is 
Chris Appelhans, a relative newcomer to children’s books but he had an auspicious debut in Jenny 
Offill’s Sparky! in 2014. Good reviews by Kirkus+, SLJ+, Booklist+ and Bulletin. [32 pp.] $20.31

Schlitz, Laura Amy. Princess Cora And The Crocodile. (785893) Candlewick. Ages 4-8. This is a very long picture 
book and would serve just as well as a chapter book because of the amount of text. A princess is strictly 
trained by her parents and nanny in the disciplines she will need as Queen. It is only when her fairy god 
mother sends her a mischievous crocodile that she gets a day of freedom and negotiates a little less 
training and more being a kid. There is certainly an object lesson here about today’s overdemanding 
parents and their overscheduled kids. This is a much younger age level and a much lighter touch 
from Schlitz, who is known for more serious period pieces such as Hired Girl in 2015 and Splendors 
And Glooms in 2012. Illustrated by award-winning Brian Floca, who demonstrates a freer, more fun 
hand as he did in Kate Messner’s Marty McGuire books than he did in the precise controlled drawings 
of Locomotive in 2013. Good reviews by Kirkus, SLJ+, Booklist+ and Horn Book. [72 pp.] $19.61

Smith, Lane. Perfect Day. (830042) Roaring Brook. Ages 4-9. It’s a perfect day for various animals in 
one backyard until a bear shows up and makes it a perfect day for himself!  This is a different artistic style 
for Smith, a more impressionistic one in which the watercolors look very textured on the page. Add this 
ironic tale to Smith’s picture books that celebrate the natural world, such as Grandpa Green in 2011 and 
There Is A Tribe Of Kids in 2016. Good reviews by Kirkus+, SLJ+, Booklist and Horn Book+ [32 pp.] $20.31

Usher, Sam. Rain. (901039) Templar. Ages 3-7. In an English city setting, a boy and his grandfather wait 
until it stops raining to go outside. It starts out a normal rain but by the time they finally go out it has gotten 
increasingly surreal and there are life preservers floating by and everyone has to travel in Venetian gondolas. 
The same boy and his grandfather had just as much fun in Usher’s Snow in 2015. The friendly pen and watercolor 
drawings remind me of Shirley Hughes’ work. Good reviews by Kirkus+, SLJ+ and Booklist. [33 pp.] $19.61
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